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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Line 1 of claim 1 recites "A telephone for displaying" but fails to state what is being 
displayed. Accordingly, the claim is incomplete since this essential feature is missing. 
Claims 3-6 inherit this deficiency. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

The claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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Claims 23, 29, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101; because these claims recite a 
"computer program" not associated with a computer readable medium which is non- 
statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1, 5, 6, 13, 14, 15, 21-23, 29, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) 
as being anticipated by Katagishi et al (US 2002/0168997). 
Regarding claim 1,15, and 23 Katagishi discloses a telephone, a method, and a 
computer program for displaying, comprising: 

an acquiring unit (e.g. operation unit, item 107 in figure 1) operable to acquire a 
telephone number of a callee region information relating to a locality of the callee (See 
figurel and abstract); 

a judging unit (e.g. the control unit) operable to judge (See figure 1 ) whether the 
telephone number is a telephone number satisfying a predetermined condition that 
enables international roaming in a telephone network of a region in a different time zone 
(See paragraph [0007] and paragraph [0009]); 

a storage unit operable to store the telephone number, identification information 
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identifying the callee of the telephone number, and the region information in association 
with each other, based on a user operation (user operation are inputs to the operation 
unit as depicted in item 107 figure 1), if judged in the affirmative (See figure 15); 
a calculating unit (also the control unit) operable to calculate a local time of the locality 
shown by the region stored information, with reference to the storage unit, if a user 
operation selecting one of the telephone number and the identification information is 
performed (See figure 1 and abstract); and a display unit operable to display the local 
time (See item 106 in figure 1 as well as item 502 in figure 4). 

2. Regarding claim 5, Katagishi teaches the telephone in accordance with claiml , 
wherein the region information is recorded in a location register (e.g. VLR which 
controls the base-station with whom the callee communicates) that manages a 
movement of the telephone of the callee in a telephone network (See figure 1 and claim 

5) , and the acquiring unit acquires the region information by receiving the region 
information transmitted from the location register via the telephone network (See claim 

6) . 

3. Regarding claim 6, Katagishi discloses the telephone in accordance with claim 5, 
wherein the acquiring unit acquires the region information as a reply to a callout or a 
request to the telephone of the callee (See abstract), and the telephone further 
comprises: 

a reception unit operable to receive a user operation after the display of the local time, 
the operation being one of approving and canceling a call (See paragraph [0009], lines 
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8-9); and 

an instructing unit operable to instruct the telephone network to one of approve and 

cancel the call, upon receipt of the user operation (See figure 2 & 1 ). 

4. Regarding claim 13, 21, and 29 Katagishi teaches a telephone system and its 

corresponding method and computer program comprising a telephone network for 

managing a movement of a first telephone, and a second telephone for displaying a 

local time of a locality of the first telephone (See abstract), 

the telephone network including: 

a location registration unit (e.g. a VLR of the roaming first telephone which is inherent in 
roaming as discussed above) operable to record region information relating to the 
locality of the first telephone (See paragraph [0012] and claim3); 
a reception unit operable to receive from the second telephone, specification 
information specifying the first telephone (claim 5); and 

a notifying unit operable to notify the region information to the second telephone, upon 
receipt of the specification information (claim 11), and the second telephone including: 
an acquiring unit or operation unit operable to acquire a telephone number of the first 
telephone (See figure 1 and claim 1 & 10 ); 

a judging unit or control unit operable to judge whether the telephone number is a 
telephone number satisfying a predetermined condition that enables international 
roaming in a telephone network of a region in a different time zone (See figure 1 and 
claim 1 & 10 ); 

a storage unit operable to store the telephone number, identification information 
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identifying a callee of the telephone number, and the region information notified from the 
telephone network in association with each other, based on a user operation (user 
operation are inputs to the operation unit as depicted in item 107 figure 1), if judged in 
the affirmative (See figure 3 & 15); 

a calculating unit or control unit operable to calculate the local time of the locality shown 
by the stored region information, with reference to the storage unit, if a user operation 
selecting one of the telephone number and the identification information is presented 
(See figure 1 and claim 1 & 6); and a display unit operable to display the local time (See 
item 106 in figure 1 as well as item 502 in figure 4). 

5. In claim 14, 22, and 30 Katagishi teaches the telephone system and the method 
in accordance with claim 13 and 21 respectively. Katagishi further discloses the system 
wherein the reception unit receives the specification information from the second 
telephone as a callout request to the first telephone (See paragraph [0012]), and the 
telephone network further comprises: 

a call unit operable to call the first telephone if a predetermined time period elapses 
without receiving an instruction from the second telephone after notifying the region 
information to the second telephone (See paragraph [0052], lines 15-18. Also depicted 
in the flow chart of figure 1 6 at step 704). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

8. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Katagishi. 

9. Regarding claim 3, Katagishi teaches the telephone in accordance with claim 1 . 
Although Katagishi does not explicitly teach the telephone wherein the acquiring unit 
receives in an audible frequency band from a telephone of the callee a modulation 
signal representing the region information, and acquires the region information by 
decoding the received modulation signal. The modulation and demodulation of signals 
carrying information between mobile units at conventional frequencies bands is a 
technique well known in the art. It would have been obvious at the time of the invention 
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to have implemented this well known feature in Katagishi's system because it enables 
the predictable result of transmission and recovery of the desired information. 
1 0. Regarding claim 4, Katagishi teaches the telephone in accordance with claim 1 . 
Although Katagishi does not explicitly teach the telephone wherein the region 
information is transmitted from a telephone of the callee represented by an electronic 
mail, and the acquiring unit acquires the region information by receiving from a 
telephone of the callee an electronic mail in which the region information is described. 
Sending particular information in an electronic mail through mobile communication is a 
technique well known in the art; it would have been obvious at the time of the invention 
to have implemented this well known feature in Katagishi's system because it enables 
the predictable result of transmission of desired information in a well known alternative 
way, which IP based data communication. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tanaka Shinichi (JP61 77947) teaches obtaining information 
related to time and location at a receiving end. Similarly Ishii (US 2002/0098857) 
discloses a local clock of mobile terminals of different time zones, whereas Fujii (US 
2003/0117994) discloses a method for time identification of destination portable 
terminal. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ISSAM CHAKOUR whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5889. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (7:30- 
5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Robinson can be reached on 5712722319. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/Mark A. Robinson/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4163 



